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Ceremonial, these shovels were awarded to those who played an integral role leading to phase one
of the TRSD project

TRINITY MURCHIE

il ana Lo

Posted Tuesday, April 7, 2026 3:39 pm

By Trinity Murchie, Arizona Silver Belt
“This property has a damaged cesspool, but don't let that deter you.”

It's a phrase many in the area have likely encountered when looking at local property listings.
Though cesspools were outlawed in the 1970s, they still exist throughout the region, often
leading to sewage runoff during heavy rains. On Monday, March 30, a long-awaited
groundbreaking marked a turning point—one that aims to bring an end to that practice.

TRSD—the Tri-City Regional Sanitation District—has officially begun Phase one of a four-
phase wastewater treatment facility located on Highway 188, across from Guayo’s On the
Trail and near the Cobre Valley Recreation Center. Within weeks, construction will be fully
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underway, laying the groundwork for improved infrastructure and water management
across the region.

This project has been decades in the making. That reality was underscored by many of the
speakers, including Mary Ann Moreno, who shared that she joined the board in 1983.
Reflecting on the long road to this moment, she said, “This is step one of a four-step process,
but until we have a place to put it, we can't put a line in the ground.” With land now secured
—thanks in part to arrangements made by BHP—the largest hurdle has been cleared,
allowing the remaining phases to move forward.

As explained by Mike Krebs, the facility will create a connection system for Claypool, bringing
in wastewater to be treated and reused for nonpotable purposes, including mining. It is
estimated that 90% of the clients this system will serve currently rely on noncompliant
systems, including cesspools. “There’s a lot going on here that will be cleaned up with this
project,” Krebs said.

Cesspools are underground pits that store raw sewage. Built with porous walls—often made
of concrete—wastewater seeps into the surrounding soil, contaminating nearby land and
groundwater. Krebs emphasized the urgency of the issue, noting that “the groundwater here
is the only place drinking water comes from. This project will help stabilize the drinking
water.”

The ceremony also carried a note of remembrance. Jake Garrett, a 15-year advocate for the
project and manager of the wastewater division for Gila County, passed away just one week
prior to the groundbreaking. His role in advancing the project was widely recognized, and
many speakers paused to honor his legacy and contributions.

Gila County Supervisor Tim Humphrey spoke passionately about what the project represents
for the region. Having long focused on blight and infrastructure, he noted in an emotional
speech, “This is an amazing project because it'll help with both...we can pipe in people that
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weren't piped in.” He also pointed to broader implications, adding that “this should keep the
mines’ straw out of our drinking water.” His remarks highlighted a balance between
infrastructure, industry, and community health.

Also in attendance were Freddy Rios of Arizona Water Company, Miami Mayor Gil Madrid,
and representatives from the City of Globe. The project reflects a collaborative effort across
agencies and jurisdictions, with implications not only for local infrastructure, but for the
broader economic health of the region and state. With the area producing a significant
portion of the nation’s copper, reliable water systems are essential to both community
sustainability and industry.

Rios reaffirmed Arizona Water Company’s long-standing involvement, stating, “We're doing
everything we can to work with this team, and have been for over a decade. We're
committed to continuing that partnership and seeing this project through.” Echoing that
sense of momentum, Madrid addressed the community’s future with optimism: “We can
grow...our duty is to make sure that we grow exponentially.”

Federal representatives were also present, underscoring the role of national support in rural
infrastructure projects. Lori Urban of the USDA spoke about the importance of loans and
grants in bringing the project to life, while U.S. Congressman Eli Crane reflected on the
conditions that made the project necessary. “l was kind of appalled by some of the
conditions people in this community have been living in,” he said. Emphasizing bipartisan
support, he added, “These are the kinds of projects that both sides can come together on...
you need the support of the federal government.” He closed on a hopeful note: “I do feel
that the area will be trending up over the next couple of years.”

Projects like this represent more than infrastructure—they signal progress. By allowing
treated wastewater to be used for industrial purposes, such as mining, the region can
reduce strain on its drinking water supply. Over time, the facility will help phase out
cesspools, leading to cleaner land and safer groundwater.
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7/13/26,3:06 PM Long-awaited wastewater project signals hope for the region - Arizona Silver Belt
For a community long aware of both its challenges and its potential, the groundbreaking
marks a meaningful step forward—one rooted in persistence, partnership, and the shared
hope of a stronger future.
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Schools (/stories/federal-lawsuit-intensifies-battle-over-parental-rights-and-
administrative-control-in-miami-schools,112972)

Evadel “Eva” Natalie Kinnard (/stories/evadel-eva-natalie-kinnard,114512)
Mary Brewer (/stories/mary-brewer,116487)

Investigation continues at Loomis Street residence following abduction case
(/stories/investigation-continues-at-loomis-street-residence-following-abduction-
case,116349)
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Plan for daytime lane restrictions on
US 70 east of Peridot July 13-15
US 70, Medicine Way Passing Lane
The Arizona Department of
Transportation advises drivers
traveling on US 70, east of Peridot,
to plan for the following lane
restrictions as work continues on a
passing lane project:

Alternating east- and westbound
restrictions on US 70 between
mileposts 274 and 276 are planned
daily from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday,
July 13, Tuesday, July 14, and
Wednesday, July 15.... See more
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