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USGBC-LA’s Annual Sustainable Innovation Awards (SIA) were created to recognize
project teams that go above and beyond standard practices and use innovative
strategies that can serve as a model for future sustainable design and construction.
The awards offer prestige and affirmation of the project team’s commitment to a
sustainable built environment and evaluate merit-based sustainable strategies that
demonstrate exemplary performance beyond certification credit achievement.

In addition to being recognized by the local green building industry at the awards
ceremony, awarded projects that received the highest award category

are adlso showcased to the broader sustainability community audience through
case studies publicly available on the USGBC-LA marketing channels.

Located in Willowbrook in South Los Angeles, is a social,
cultural, and recreational activity hub for its underserved community. At 126 acres, it is
the largest open space in South Los Angeles with a new community center, community
social spaces, play areas, walking paths, picnic areas, outdoor classrooms, and even a
wedding area. This park contributes to the health of the community by encouraging
outdoor activity and improving the quality of life. It offers a safe area where families can
spend time together.

This project is an example of how green infrastructure can help to solve not only
sustainability issues but also promote equity and environmental justice. The project is the
first phase of a master plan to transform the 120-acre Earvin “Magic” Johnson Park into a
high-performance model of sustainable park design for the 21st century. This restored
park and new event center demonstrate resilience and social equity in the conversion of
a brownfield site and renovated artificial lakes into a social, cultural, and recreation
activity hub for the underserved community of Willowbrook in South Los Angeles. The
event center site now has a passive methane mitigation and monitoring system for
ongoing remediation of existing petroleum hydrocarbon contamination.

The project exemplifies community engagement and public-private partnership. In
addition, the park will encourage environmental education with signage and programs
that describe the recycled water system that leads to vastly improved water quality in
the lakes and an improved habitat for native flora and fauna.
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Project Name
Earvin “Magic” Johnson Park

Owner
County of Los Angeles

Project Type
New Construction

Primary Building Use
Recreation (100%

Project Size (Square Feet)
19,801

Site Area (Square Feet)
1,630,786

Location Context
Los Angeles, California

Certification Achieved
LEED Gold
WELL

SIA Category Awarded
Project of the Year

Year
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This project was designed to ensure that current and future generations have access to
not only a world-class park, but also a model for sustainability and conservation for the
County. In order to do so, the Desigh team focused on brownfield remediation and
stormwater management. To combat remediation from the oil tank storages that were
once on site, the team developed a passive methane mitigation and monitoring system
for ongoing remediation of existing petroleum hydrocarbon contamination. Additionally,
the team addressed California stormwater losses by implementing a stormwater
recycling system that collects runoff from both the park and the urban watershed. The
new water treatment transforms the park's manmade lake infrastructure into a Net Zero
Water system. Earvin Magic Johson demonstrates how an aging lake can be transformed
into an environmentally sound recreational space with urban green processes that foster
the community.

This park replaced a decayed and contaminated site that was not in much use. The team
completely rebuilt the conditions of the site for the community of Willowbrook. New
amenities were prioritized for the park that did not exist within South Los Angeles. The
community lacked a social or civil center facility, so a 19,801 square foot community event
center was constructed to provide events such as conferences and weddings. This
building provides a connection to the outdoors by developing social spaces with views of
the water. The center will draw in visitors from all over to connect with the site. The
manmade lake gives a space for people to connect with nature, prioritize health and
wellness, and participate in recreational activities.
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Glen Boldt

Sustainability Consultant
ZC Sustainability

Gary Lai
Prime Design Consultant for Phase 1-A
MIG

Paul Murdoch

Architect - Community Event Center
Paul Murdoch Architects
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Case study content is based on the information provided by the project team and extracted from submitted abstracts.
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