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PACE Advanced Water Engineering (PACE), a specialized civil 
engineering firm based in Fountain Valley, Calif., offers advanced 
water resource services. For over a quarter-century the company 
has focused on providing out-of-the-box solutions to ensure 
water resources are utilized and managed wisely for applications 
including multiuse water infrastructure systems that include 
environmental, aesthetic and recreation uses and cost-effective 
water quality treatment designs. PACE’s experience has taught 
the company that the best water resources solutions are those 
that benefit both mankind and nature.

In Partnership with Nature

Johan Perslow, PE, founded PACE in 1987. After many years as 
a civil engineer in the construction business, Perslow sought to 
take his knowledge to the next level and build a company that 

could improve the state-of-the-art of water resources design, as 
well as incorporate multiple benefits to both man and nature into 
a wide variety of water-related projects, including water quality 
management, wastewater recycling and flood control. In fact, 
the company’s very first project was the water systems for the 
prestigious Biosphere2, which showcases the synergy of physical 
systems. The company remains grounded in Perslow’s original 
vision, though it has expanded its capabilities to encompass all 
aspects of water in the natural and manmade environment.

Pioneering Sustainable Ideas

“By taking what we know about water engineering, construction 
and natural processes and what we can envision about 
sustainability, we make a difference,” explains Mark E. Krebs, 
PE, president of PACE. “We’re heavily weighted in engineering 
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and science. We want to lead our industry by developing new 
technology.” Krebs has been instilling this sense of innovation in 
PACE since he joined the company in 1989.

PACE’s dedication to water 
resource management and science 
resulted in the company’s current 
headquarter facility, which 
includes a large warehouse space 
that has allowed the company 
to expand its water chemical 
and physical modeling labs over 
the last decade. PACE currently 
employs a team of 50 highly 
skilled and licensed professional 
engineers, drafters, Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) 
specialists and graphic artists. 

“We’re different from other 
firms because our ratio of staff to PEs is about 2-to-1,” details 
Krebs. “By and large, our PEs all have their master’s [degree] or 
Ph.D. We might not be the largest company out there, but we 
have the best modeling capabilities and most-qualified staff.”

PACE has the ability to service the southwestern U.S. along 
with national and international markets, especially in Central 
America, South America and China, where activity is booming. 
Building on over two decades of experience and disciplines 

including hydrology, hydraulics, 
sediment transport, computer 
modeling, water and wastewater 
treatment, PACE has developed 
innovative water management 
solutions for its clients across all 
continents, gaining recognition 
and a reputation for expert 
service.

A prime example of PACE’s 
ability to develop a unique 
solution informed by a different 
perspective is the company’s 
flood control work at the Santa 
Clara River. “About 10 years 

ago we were approached by a large land development company 
that needed us to find an erosion protection solution for the 
river,” recalls Krebs. “They challenged us to find an answer to 
the problem. Santa Clara is one of the few remaining natural dry 
rivers in Los Angeles County. The community and environmental 
agencies were determined to keep it as such, while still providing 
flood protection.”

PACE turned to a sustainable idea: soil cement. Soil cement uses 
native soils combined with less than 10-percent cement to create 
natural-looking sandstone lining for the riverbed. “We aren’t the 
first to use soil cement by any means, but we were the first to 
use it for such an application in Los Angeles County,” shares 
Krebs. “From a carbon-footprint and cost standpoint, there 
is no comparison. This application eliminates quarrying and 
pollution and disturbances by hauling truck traffic and also uses 
the material already in the ground, providing a huge cost savings.OUR EXPERTISE.

YOUR SUCCESS.
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For twenty years some of the largest and most prestigious companies in the 
construction industry, as well as emerging companies and regional 
enterprises, have placed their trust and con�dence in Payne & Fears for 
their legal needs in employment matters, business litigation, insurance 
coverage disputes, construction defects defense, and business transactions.

As a strategic partner of PACE Water, 
Payne & Fears is proud to celebrate 
their enviable record of success!






