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Newport resort pool on '15 most spectacular'
list
Pelican Hill makes best pools list:

Our look at the Irvine Co.’s billionaire owner Donald Bren, his career, his economic outlook and why his
company is in growth mode:
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By JONATHAN LANSNER
COLUMNIST
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER
jlansner@ocregister.com

Recently, I sat down with Irvine Co. billionaire owner Donald Bren to discuss his company and the business
climate. When I asked him if there was something that stood out from his 45 years of development work as a
favorite project, he said, as I wrote:
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Bren didn’t directly answer a question seeking his
favorite slice of his development career. Yet he
took great pride in discussing the pool at the
Pelican Hill Resort. He noted fine details, such as
its lining of 1 million tiles. And that the pool is
visually framed by a series of columns inspired by
the Roman-era architectural writing of Marcus
Vitruvius. ”Two thousand years old,” says Bren of
Vitruvius’ logic, “And still valid today.”
Well, after the article was published, I wanted to
know more about the pool. Most interestingly, I
learned that the pool was just named by CNN
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International’s “CNNGo” travel site as one of the
“World’s 15 most spectacular swimming pools” —
a list that also included the pool at Hearst Castle
in northern California.
CNNGo wrote of the Pelican Hill pool: “Named
after the Coliseum in Rome, this is the world’s
largest circular pool with a diameter stretching
41.5 meters. Vaulted arches, corniced columns
and an amphitheater of terraced decks sit above
the 1 million hand-set glass mosaic tiles which
line the bottom, and it’s all surrounded by ultra
deluxe private cabanas in a resort that aims to recreate classical Italy in Orange County.”
Here’s how the pool’s described by Pelican Hill:
“Inspired by the timeless curves of Rome’s famed
landmark, The Coliseum Pool is the most
strikingly unique swimming pool at any resort -–
and the heart of Pelican Hill. At the resort’s
pleasure forum overlooking endless sea and
coast backdrops, guests gather daily to see and
be seen, immerse themselves in the hottest pool
scene on the coast, relax under the Southern
California sun, and while away the days
pampered by pool butlers in ultra-luxurious
private cabanas.”
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POOL STATS
Shape: Perfectly circular, 136 feet in
diameter
Depth: 3 feet deep.
Water: 380,000 gallons of soft salt
water.
Bottom: Hand-set, 1.1 million hand-cut
glass mosaic tiles.
Kids Pool: There’s a separate
children’s area called “Camp Pelican”
with its own circular pool that’s
“pumped up” by a bubble jet fountain.
CABANA STATS
Count: 18
Size: 170 square feet
Entertainment: Bose music system; 30-inch flat-screen HD TV.
Also: mini refrigerator with complimentary sodas, juices and water; ceiling fan and recessed lighting
on dimmer switches; circular dining table with two chairs; and two luxurious lounge chairs.
Our videos looking at the Irvine Co.’s billionaire owner Donald Bren:
Video: Bren honored by Urban Land Institute
Video: Bren’s Q&A with consultant Stan Ross
Video: Bren speaks ULI about Irvine
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Mike Dixon · Newport Beach, California
When did they move Hearst Castle to Northern California? Last I heard it was still in San Luis
Obispo County.
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